
   
Spelling Helper 1.0  

FAQ 
 
 
Q: Which is the correct spelling: “r e c i e v e” or “r e c e i v e”? 
A: You can use “Find New Word” to answer this question.  “Find New Word” will show 
you a list of all the words in the word list, along with a text entry at the top so its easy to 
find the word you want. 

• Select “Find New Word” from the main menu. 
• You will be shown some simple instructions that tell you what some of the 

buttons do in this mode. 
• Since you know that is starts with “r e c”, lets type in those letters. 
• Press 7-7-7 to enter an ‘r’.  You press the 7 key three times because ‘r’ is the 

third letter on the key.  You will see ‘r’ in the text entry and the word list now 
shows words that start with ‘r’. 

• Press 3-3 to enter an ‘e’.  You will see ‘re’ in the text entry and the word list now 
shows words that start with ‘re’. 

• Press 2-2-2 to enter a ‘c’.  You will see ‘rec’ in the text entry and the word list now 
shows words that start with ‘rec’. 

• Now you aren’t sure if its and ‘ie’ or ‘ei’ that comes next.  Lets try the ‘ie’. 
• Press 4-4-4 to enter an ‘i’.  You will see ‘reci’ in the text entry and the word list 

now shows words that start with ‘reci’. 
• Press 3-3 to enter an ‘e’.  You will see ‘recie’ in the text entry.  Notice that the 

cursor under the ‘e’ and the box around the text entry is drawn in red.  Also, there 
are no words displayed in the word list that start with ‘recie’  This tells you that 
“recieve” can’t be the right spelling. 

• Try to enter a ‘v’ by pressing 8-8-8.  Notice that the red ‘e’ is replaced with a red 
‘v’.  It won’t let you type ‘reciev’ because that doesn’t spell a word. 

• Erase the last two letters by pressing CLR/BACK twice.  You will see ‘rec’ in the 
text entry and the word list will now show words that start with ‘rec’. 

• Press 3-3 to enter an ‘e’.  You will see ‘rece’ in the text entry and the word list 
now shows words that start with ‘rece’. 

• Press 4-4-4 to enter an ‘i’.  You will see ‘recei’ in the text entry and the words list 
now shows words that start with ‘recei’. 

• Look down the words list, and you’ll notice that “receive” is in the list.   
• That’s it!  You’ve found the correct spelling. 

 
Q: How do I get out of “Find New Word” or “Find Last Word”?  Pressing 
CLR/BACK just erases the last character in the word! 
A: You can get out of this mode by pressing SELECT/OK.  Also, you can press 
CLR/BACK when the text entry is empty.  If you want to quit the application entirely, you 
can press END. 
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Q: What is the difference between “Find New Word” and “Find Last Word”? 
A: The two modes are almost the same with a small difference.  “Find New Word” will 
show you some simple instructions and start the word finder with an empty text entry.   
“Find Last Word” will start the word finder with the last word you entered or the last word 
you highlighed in View Quick List mode. 

Q: Why is “Find Last Word” greyed out?  Why can’t I select it? 
A: You can’t select “Find Last Word” if you haven’t found a word or looked at your quick 
list since you started the application.  Just use “Find New Word.”  “Find Last Word” is a 
shortcut that helps you return to the word list once you’ve used it during this use of the 
application. 

Q: What is a Quick List? 
A: The Quick List is a list of words that you misspell often or want to study.  You can 
push the * button when finding a word to add it to the quick list.  A * will appear next to 
the word.  If there already is a * next to the word and you push *, it will remove it from 
the quick list.  You can look at your quick list by selected “View Quick List” from the 
main menu.  You can take a practice quiz of your Quick List words by selecting 
“Spelling Quiz” and then selecting “Quiz Quick List”.  

Q: I’m never sure of the correct spelling of “separate,” “receive,” and “definitely.” 
How can I quickly get the correct spelling of those words? 
A: That’s exactly what the Quick List is for!  Find these words using “Find New Word”.  
Note that you don’t have to type in the whole word: you can type in the first few letters 
and push DOWN until the word is highlighted at the top of the list.  Press * to add the 
highlighted word to your Quick List.  Now, from the main menu, select “View Quick List” 
and the words you marked with a * will be displayed.  If you have more words than can 
fit on the display, you can scroll through them using the arrow buttons. 

Q: How do I practice the spelling of many different words? 
A: You can take a spelling quiz.  Select “Spelling Quiz” from the main menu.  Then 
select “Quiz Random Words” from the Spelling Quiz menu.  This will pick ten words 
from the entire word list and then give you a spelling quiz with these words.  You will be 
shown a few different misspellings of each word along with the correct spelling.  Select 
the correct spelling from the list.  If you get the question wrong, you can try again.  After 
answering all the questions, you will be shown your results and a list of all the words 
you got right and wrong. 

Q: How can I study the words I missed on a spelling quiz? 
A: From the quiz results screen, push *.  This will add any words that you missed to 
your Quick List.  You can review these words by selecting “View Quick List” from the 
main menu.  Or, you can take a quiz using words from your Quick List by selecting 
“Spelling Quiz” and then “Quiz Quick List”. 
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Q: What does the red text cursor mean when I’m searching for a word? 
A: The red cursor under a letter (and the red box around the text entry) tells you that the 
letter doesn’t belong in any word in the dictionary.  For example, if you try to spell 
“separate” as “s e p e r a t e” then you’ll only be able to enter “sepe” and the second ‘e’ 
will be drawn in red.   At this point, you can only replace the ‘e’ with another letter (press 
one of the buttons with a letter on it) or delete it (press CLR/BACK or LEFT). 

Q: What does the * next to some words mean? 
A: Words that are in your quick list are drawn with a * next to them.  You can add a star 
to a word in the Find Word modes by pressing the * key.  This will add it to your Quick 
List.  You can also remove the * and the word from your Quick List by pressing the * 
star key when the word is highlighted in Find Word mode or View Quick List mode. 

Q: How are the words misspelled in the spelling quizzes? 
A: The application has over 110 misspelling rules designed to test the hardest aspects 
of the English language.  When many rules apply to a word, a few of these rules will be 
selected at random and a quiz question will be created.  Each time you test the word, 
different rules may be selected, so each quiz question will be new and different. 

Q: My word is so long that it doesn’t fit on the screen.  How do I see the whole 
word? 
Words that are too long to fit on the display, such as “electroencephalographs” will be 
shown differently, depending on the mode.  In the Find Word modes, the leftmost parts 
of the word will be drawn in the word list and the right most parts will be drawn in the 
text entry.  You can piece together the entire word by viewing the both parts of the 
display.   In Quiz and View Quick List mode, the leftmost part of the word will be shown 
until the word is highlighted, and then when highlighted the rightmost part of the word 
will be shown.  A hyphen (-) is drawn at the from of the highlighted word so you know its 
been truncated. 

Q: Can I get Spelling Helper to check the spelling of my SMS text message? 
A: The Spelling Helper is not able to read your SMS message, so you can’t use it to 
directly check the spelling of your messages.  However, if you aren’t sure of the spelling 
of a word in your message, you can use the Spelling Helper to check on the correct 
spelling and then continue editing your message.  
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Q: I disagree with your spelling of the word “civilization.”  Where I come from, we 
spell it “c i v i l i s a t i o n.”  Also, there is a word in my dictionary that isn’t in 
your word list. What’s going on? 
A: The 65,000+ words used in the word list are based on the level 50 American English 
version of the Spell Checking Oriented Word Lists (SCOWL) developed independently 
by Kevin Atkinson (http://wordlist.sourceforge.net). This list does not contain every 
English word, but it does contain those used most often.  The Spell Checking Oriented 
Word Lists is developed with help from Alan Beale, Grady Ward, Brian Kelk, the 
WordNet team, the ENABLE team, J Ross Beresford, Geoff Kuenning and other unpaid 
contributors.  For more information about the word lists, visit 
http://www.appabove.com/spellinghelper/wordlist/ and see the copyright section at the 
end of this document. 
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Copyrights 
 

Copyright 2003 by AppAbove, Inc. 
 
The database of words used in this application is based on the Spell Checking Oriented Word Lists (SCOWL) Revision 5 which can be found at 
http://wordlist.sourceforge.net/. SCOWL has the following copyrights, which apply to the word list database portion of this application only.  All 
other parts of the application and documentation are copyrighted by AppAbove, Inc.  For more information and a complete list of contributors to 
the SCOWL project, please visit http://www.appabove.com/spellinghelper/wordlist/. 
 
Copyright 2000-2003 by Kevin Atkinson 
Permission to use, copy, modify, distribute and sell these word lists, the associated scripts, the output created from the scripts, and its 
documentation for any purpose is hereby granted without fee, provided that the above copyright notice appears in all copies and that both that 
copyright notice and this permission notice appear in supporting documentation. Kevin Atkinson makes no representations about the suitability of 
this array for any purpose. It is provided "as is" without express or implied warranty. 
 
WordNet 1.6 Copyright 1997 by Princeton University.  All rights reserved. 
THIS SOFTWARE AND DATABASE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND PRINCETON  UNIVERSITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR 
WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED.  BY WAY OF EXAMPLE, BUT NOT LIMITATION, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY MAKES NO 
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THE 
USE OF THE LICENSED SOFTWARE, DATABASE OR DOCUMENTATION WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD PARTY PATENTS, 
COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS. 
The name of Princeton University or Princeton may not be used in advertising or publicity pertaining to distribution of the software and/or 
database.  Title to copyright in this software, database and any associated documentation shall at all times remain with Princeton University and 
LICENSEE agrees to preserve same. 
 
Copyright 1993, Geoff Kuenning, Granada Hills, CA.  All rights reserved. 
Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without modification, are permitted provided that the following conditions are met: 
1. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer. 
2. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer in the 
documentation and/or other materials provided with the distribution. 
3. All modifications to the source code must be clearly marked as such.  Binary redistributions based on modified source code must be clearly 
marked as modified versions in the documentation and/or other materials provided with the distribution. 
4. All advertising materials mentioning features or use of this software must display the following acknowledgment: This product includes 
software developed by Geoff Kuenning and other unpaid contributors. 
5. The name of Geoff Kuenning may not be used to endorse or promote products derived from this software without specific prior written 
permission. 
THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY GEOFF KUENNING AND CONTRIBUTORS ``AS IS'' AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED 
WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE DISCLAIMED.  IN NO EVENT SHALL GEOFF KUENNING OR CONTRIBUTORS BE LIABLE FOR 
ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT,  INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS 
INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR 
TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF 
ADVISED OF THE  POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE. 
 
Copyright (c) J Ross Beresford 1993-1999. All Rights Reserved. 
The following restriction is placed on the use of this publication: if The UK Advanced Cryptics Dictionary is used in a software package or 
redistributed in any form, the copyright notice must be prominently displayed and the text of this document must be included verbatim.  There are 
no other restrictions: I would like to see the list distributed as widely as possible. 
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